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Park Plan Update — Hoboken
It’s no secret that there’s been a lot of development in Hoboken
over the past few years. It seems that every day you drive down a
street and you’re confronted with a tower you have not seen
before. Under national park standards, Hoboken should have over
200 acres of parkland for it’s population. Under NYC standards,
Hoboken should have 95 acres. Hoboken currently has 25 acres
of parkland for over 40,000 residents. The newly adopted “Mas-
ter Plan” for Hoboken identifies only 20 acres left that can be
turned into parks/recreation.

Here are some very interesting statistics: Nearly 1300 school
children use Church Square park for recess. More than 800 chil-
dren and adults vie for time on the one baseball field at Steven’s
Park, and the one soccer field on Sinatra Park. Our children play
sports late into the night because of the huge demand for these
two spaces. They don’t get to practice on fields. Playgrounds and
parks are becoming more and more crowded as Hoboken
attracts more families to move here, and less families move out. 

The 20 acres of park/recreation land identified by the Master
Plan are already in jeopardy. To date, no ordinances have been
adopted by the City Council to enforce the Master Plan, even
though it was adopted by the Planning Board nearly six months
ago. Some of the space identified by the plan as park land has
been targeted by developers. The Zoning Board is hearing appli-
cations right now from developers seeking to build condos on
900 Monroe, 800 Jackson, and 111 Paterson Plank Roads. Ironi-
cally, these three properties are in the middle of three proposed
parks for Hoboken. A community group, Hoboken Parks Orga-
nization, is working to design parks on these sites to show the
residents what could be, and what can be when the public speaks
out and mobilizes in opposition to these condo complexes. To see
the possibilities, visit www.hobokenparks.org.

There’s been a lot of press recently about 1600 Park Avenue.
Hoboken Parks Organization has brought this issue to the public
and designed an incredible park that encompasses 10 acres of
space on the waterfront. We have done this with the help of the
citizens of Hoboken. Look for more information in the weeks to
come on new properties in danger, and visit the site to see how
you can help. 

Sincerely,

Diane Imus
Alyse Battaglia

Friends Corner
The Friends of Elysian Charter School is a separate non-profit
corporation set up to do fundraising for the school. In
essence, it is the Board of Trustees’ fundraising committee.
The Friends has its own board and is open to anyone from the
community who is interested in fundraising.

We concentrate our efforts on initiatives that will raise
substantial amounts of money and generate good publicity
and goodwill for the school.

Last year our annual fund raised over $12,000 for the
school, primarily through contributions from parents and
board members, matching funds from contributors’ employ-
ers, and funds raised through events such as Elysian Charter
School Night at Wolfgang Puck Express.

This year three events are scheduled, including a dinner
dance/auction gala in February in of support our Annual
Fund. Stay tuned for details about this very special event. 

We are seeking volunteers interested in taking on a specific
job related to the event such as managing ticket sales, or solic-
iting auction items or donations from local businesses and
corporations. As with previous events, we will be working
hand in hand with the Elysian PTSO on this event.

Our Annual Fund kickoff event will be held next Wednes-
day, October 13, when Friends and the PTSO host Elysian
Charter School Night at Wolfgang Puck Express. This is a
great event featuring live jazz and is open to the public. Sim-
ply come by, bring the kids have dinner and hang out. Wolf-
gang Puck will donate 25% of all proceeds to Elysian. Also,
this year the grade with the highest total receipts wins a pizza
party for its classes, complements of Wolfgang Puck Express!

Be on the look out for our Annual Fund mailing in Octo-
ber as well. Pass along a brochure to family and friends and
make a contribution yourself. If your employer offers gift
matching, please take advantage. Your $100 could be dou-
bled, tripled or even quadrupled.

Also if you have interest and experience in grant writing
we would love to hear from you as we are involved in sup-
porting grant writing initiatives for the school.

Once again we are actively seeking volunteers. If interest-
ed, please call the Friends Hotline at 201-993-2651 or leave
your contact info in the Friends mailbox at the Rue Building
office. Thanks for your support.

The Friends of the 
Elysian Charter School,

Wolfgang Puck Express,
Commerce Bank and The Office 
invite you to a casual evening 

of food and music on the 
Hoboken waterfront!

Great food and drink—and live jazz music—
for the whole family!

Open to All   •   Free Admission
(No reservation needed!)

A 25% share of all food and beverage sales between 
5PM and 10PM goes directly to  

Elysian Charter School Night at

100 Sinatra Drive (1st Street @ Pier A Park)
Hoboken · (201) 876-8600

Wednesday, October 13
5:00- 10:00  P.M.   

S P O N S O R S

The Friends of the

Elysian Charter School of Hoboken




